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if the evidence adduced in support of the marriage is satisfactory
and if it is shown that the husband has no other wife in South Africa,
she is allowed to land. Officers have been instructed not to depart
from the practice that has obtained so far, the Searle judgment
notwithstanding. This reply goes to prove the correctness of our
inference, based on a Reuter telegram, regarding the effect of the
resolutions passed at the meeting of the Association. There is no
doubt that the Government has been taken aback by the resolution
about satyagraha. It appears from [its] telegram that for the pre-
sent women will not be subjected to further harassment; but this is
not enough to reassure us. We cannot rest in peace so long as the
sword of the Searle judgment continues to hang over our heads.
If, in fact, the Government did not intend to make any change in
the current practice, why did it seek a categorical ruling from
Mr. Justice Searle? Why was Bai Mariam detained? Even, ac-
cording to the Government, Bai Mariam's co-wife is in India, We
do not know whether her husband has another wife. It is, how-
ever, a sufficient reply to the Government that even if he has another
wife, she is in India. Thus, the assurance given to us in the tele-
gram is an after-thought on the part of the Government, If,
moreover, we consider the position of Janubie in this context, we
shall see that the Government will not be able to intervene in her
case. If her marriage is not treated as legally valid, she forfeits
her right and, until the law is amended, neither the Government
nor anyone else is empowered to grant us relief. The Parlia-
ment alone can do so. It rests with the Government to move the
Parliament for the purpose. Now that the Parliament is in session,
and the Immigration Bill is before it, the Government has a golden
opportunity of redressing our grievance if it really means to do so.
If we are sincere enough, and so is the Association, the Government
cannot but be sincere likewise. If we mean what we say, we shall
hold meetings everywhere to extend support to the Association's
resolutions and, if the Association is sincere, it will not yield an inch
whether it receives any support or not,
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